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September 17, 2023                       8:30 AM  

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS {Front Center} (Rob)         ELW pg. 95/Screen 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 

L:  Let us take a moment for silent reflection (pause) 

L:  Gracious God, 

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. 

We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

+OPENING HYMN                                         “The God of Abraham Praise”                                                ELW #831            

Verses 1-4

Verse 1 

The God of Abr'am praise, 

Who reigns enthroned above; 

Ancient of everlasting days, 

And God of love-- 

"I Am the One I Am"-- 

By earth and heav'n confessed; 

I bow and bless the sacred name 

Forever blest. 

 

Verse 2 

The God of Abr'am praise! 

At your supreme command 

From earth I rise and seek the joys 

At your right hand. 

I all on earth forsake-- 

Its wisdom, fame, and pow'r-- 

And you my only portion make, 

My shield and tow'r. 

 

Verse 3 

The God of Abr'am praise! 

Your all-sufficient grace 

Shall guide me all my pilgrim days 

In all my ways. 

He deigns to call me friend; 

You call yourself my God! 

And you shall save me to the end 

Through Jesus' blood. 

 

Verse 4 

Your promise you have sworn; 

I on your oath depend. 

I shall, on eagle wings upborne, 

To heav'n ascend. 

I shall behold your face; 

I shall your pow'r adore, 

And sing the wonders of your grace 

Forevermore. 

 

 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Mark Roberts) 

  L: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

(Assistant may be seated if not cantoring) 

+KYRIE (cantor and congregation)                                                                                                        ELW pg. 147/Screen              

 L:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord, have mercy. 

             L:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord, have mercy. 

             L:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let                        

      us pray to the Lord. 



             C:  Lord have mercy. 

             L:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

             C:  Lord have mercy. 

             L:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

             C: Amen. 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (congregation)                           “This Is the Feast”                                    ELW pg. 149-150/ Screen 

 C:  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  

        Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

        Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

        This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  

        Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  

        Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen 

                    This is the feast of victory for our God.  

        For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Mark Roberts) 

 L:  Eternal God, you draw near to us in Christ, and you make yourself our guest.  Amid the cares of our   

      lives, make us attentive to your presence, that we may treasure your word above all else, through   

      Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   
C: Amen 

WORD 

FIRST READING {Lectern} (David Skinner)  Genesis 18:1-5; 21:1-7 

The Lord appeared to Abraham by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the entrance of his tent in the heat of the day. He 

looked up and saw three men standing near him. When he saw them, he ran from the tent entrance to meet them, and 

bowed down to the ground. He said, ‘My lord, if I find favour with you, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water be 

brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree. Let me bring a little bread, that you may refresh 

yourselves, and after that you may pass on—since you have come to your servant.’ So they said, ‘Do as you have said.’ 

The Lord dealt with Sarah as he had said, and the Lord did for Sarah as he had promised. Sarah conceived and bore 

Abraham a son in his old age, at the time of which God had spoken to him. Abraham gave the name Isaac to his son 

whom Sarah bore him. And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old, as God had commanded 

him. Abraham was a hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to him. Now Sarah said, ‘God has brought laughter 

for me; everyone who hears will laugh with me.’ And she said, ‘Who would ever have said to Abraham that Sarah would 

nurse children? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.’ 

 L: The Word of the Lord. 

     C: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                       “Alleluia”                                                    ELW pg. 151/Screen 

        C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

+THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       John 8:39-47 
They answered him, ‘Abraham is our father.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were Abraham’s children, you would be 

doing what Abraham did, but now you are trying to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. This 

is not what Abraham did. You are indeed doing what your father does.’ They said to him, ‘We are not illegitimate 

children; we have one father, God himself.’ Jesus said to them, ‘If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came 

from God and now I am here. I did not come on my own, but he sent me. Why do you not understand what I say? It is 

because you cannot accept my word. You are from your father the devil, and you choose to do your father’s desires. He 

was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 

speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe 

me. Which of you convicts me of sin? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me? Whoever is from God hears the 

words of God. The reason you do not hear them is that you are not from God.’  
  L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

        C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

 



SERMON  Rob Norris-Weber, Pastor 

+HYMN OF THE DAY                                    “Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright”                                          ELW #745                                                    

Verses 1, 3 & 5 

 

Verse 1 

Lord, teach us how to pray aright, 

With rev'rence and with fear. 

Though dust and ashes in your sight, 

We may, we must draw near. 

 

Verse 3 

Give deep humility; the sense 

Of godly sorrow give; 

A strong desire, with confidence, 

To hear your voice and live; 

 

Verse 5 

Give these, and then your will be done; 

Thus strengthened with all might, 

We, through your Spirit and your Son, 

Shall pray, and pray aright. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Mark Roberts)     Screen 

 C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only               

      Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius              

      Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;       

      he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the              

      living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  

      forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Mark Roberts)    Screen 

         After each petition: 

             L:  Lord, in your mercy,      

            C:  hear our prayer.             

INSTALLATION OF PATRICK LAIR, CHOIR DIRECTOR 

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Mark Roberts) 

 L:   The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:   And also with you. 

 L:   For all who are gathered, let us take a moment to welcome everyone with a wave of peace. For those  

                    of you online, please share a word of peace in the comment or chat. Most all as we go out into the world may   

                    we greet others as people of peace.  

MEAL 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (Rob)                                              ELW pg. 152/Screen 

 L:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:  And also with you. 
 L:  Lift up your hearts.  

 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

     praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death 

     and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

     choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

     hymn: 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (brief intro)                                                                                                     ELW pg. 153/Screen 

 C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

       in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 



+WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Rob) 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (Rob)                                                                                                                        Screen 

 C:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth  

          as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those  

          who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the   

          kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/ALL ARE WELCOME 

COMMUNION SONG                                                 “Lamb of God”                                                  ELW pg. 154/Screen

 C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the     

       sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace,      

       grant us peace. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (On Screen)    Screen 

 L:  In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. Share any reflections, 

       questions, or prayers on the back. Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the      

      collection plates are in the front and back, and there is a QR code in the bulletin to give electronically.  For   

      those on-line please go to our website stlukesbloomington.org there is a link to give at the bottom of every   

      page. Enjoy this time.   

COMMUNION ANTHEM                              “Sing to the Lord a New Song”                                          Kenneth T. Kosche 

St. Luke’s Choir 

+POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Rob) 

L:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER {Front Center} (Mark Roberts) 

L:  We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the         

      very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use our gifts to build  

      one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 
C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

+BENEDICTION (Rob)     

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon 

you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen 

+SENDING HYMN                                      “Spread, Oh, Spread, Almighty Word”                                   ELW #663

Verse 1Verse 1 

Spread, oh, spread almighty Word, 

Spread the reign of God the Lord. 

Send forth our Creator’s call, 

Heaven’s gifts extend to all. 

 

Verse 2 

Tell of our Redeemer’s grace,  

Who, to save our human race 

And to pay rebellion’s price, 

Gave himself as sacrifice. 

 

Verse 3 
Tell of God the Spirit giv’n  

Now to guide us on to heav’n, 

Strong and holy just and true, 

Working both to will and do. 

 

Verse 4 

Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See your light and heed your call 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Mark Roberts) 

             L:  Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

            C:  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 

Altar Flowers Today  

Given by: 

 Steve & Judy Ludwigson  

In celebration of Nikki Ness' birthday. 

 


