
Worship Leader Edition 
Labor Day Weekend 

September 3, 2023                       8:30 AM  

GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS {Front Center} (Rob)         ELW pg. 95/Screen 

L:  Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C:  Amen 

L:  Let us take a moment for silent reflection (pause) 

L:  Gracious God, 

C:  have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given ourselves into the power of sin. 

We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, 

things we have done and things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your Spirit, so 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen 

+OPENING HYMN                                                 “All Are Welcome”                                              ELW #641               

Verses 1, 3, 4 & 5

Verse 1 

Let us build a house where love can dwell 

and all can safely live, 

a place where saints and children tell 

how hearts learn to forgive. 

Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 

rock of faith and vault of grace; 

here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 

Refrain 

All are welcome, all are welcome, 

all are welcome in this place. 

Verse 3 

Let us build a house where love is found 

in water, wind and wheat: 

a banquet hall on holy ground 

where peace and justice meet. 

Here the love of God, through Jesus, 

is revealed in time and space; 

as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 

Refrain 

 

Verse 4 

Let us build a house where hands reach 

beyond the wood and stone 

to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 

and live the Word they’ve known. 

Here the outcast and the stranger 

bear the image of God’s face; 

let us bring an end to fear and danger: 

Refrain 

Verse 5 

Let us build a house where all are named, 

their songs and vision heard 

and loved and treasured taught and claimed 

as words within the Word. 

Built of tears and cries and laughter, 

prayers of faith and songs of grace, 

let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 

Refrain 
 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Pat Lair) 

  L: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 C: And also with you. 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Pat Lair) 

L:  O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures. Protect us from all evil that 

arises from within ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 
C: Amen 



WORD 

FIRST READING {Lectern} (Joy Lindgren)  Genesis 4:8-15 

Cain said to his brother Abel, “Let us go out to the field.” And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his 

brother Abel, and killed him. Then the Lord said to Cain, “Where is your brother Abel?” He said, “I do not know; am I 

my brother’s keeper?” And the Lord said, “What have you done? Listen; your brother’s blood is crying out to me from the 

ground! And now you are cursed from the ground, which has opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from your 

hand. When you till the ground, it will no longer yield to you its strength; you will be a fugitive and a wanderer on the 

earth.” Cain said to the Lord, “My punishment is greater than I can bear! Today you have driven me away from the soil, 

and I shall be hidden from your face; I shall be a fugitive and a wanderer on the earth, and anyone who meets me may kill 

me.” Then the Lord said to him, “Not so! Whoever kills Cain will suffer a sevenfold vengeance.” And the Lord put a mark 

on Cain, so that no one who came upon him would kill him. 

 L: The Word of the Lord. 

     C: Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                       “Alleluia”                                                    ELW pg. 151/Screen 

        C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  

+THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                       John 15:12-17 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to 

lay down one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not call you 

servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I 

chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever 

you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one another.  
  L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

        C:  Praise to You, O Christ.  

SERMON  Rob Norris-Weber, Pastor 

+HYMN OF THE DAY                                 “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”                                         ELW # 358                                                    

Verses 1, 3 & 5

Verse 1 

Great God, your love has called us here, 

as we, by love, for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

We come, with all our heart and mind 

you’re your call to hear, your love to find. 

Verse 3 

Great God, in Christ you call our name 

and then receive us as your own, 

not through some merit, right, or claim 

but by your gracious love alone. 

We strain to glimpse your mercy seat 

And find you kneeling at our feet. 

Verse 5 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 

your life to live, you joy to share. 

Give us your Spirit’s liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

and offer all that faith can do 

while love is making all things new. 

 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Pat Lair)     Screen 

 C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only               

      Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius              

      Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again;       

      he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the              

      living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the  

      forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Pat Lair)    Screen 

         After each petition: 

             L:  Lord, in your mercy,      

            C:  hear our prayer.             



+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Pat Lair) 

 L:   The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:   And also with you. 

 L:   For all who are gathered, let us take a moment to welcome everyone with a wave of peace. For those  

                    of you online, please share a word of peace in the comment or chat. Most all as we go out into the world may   

                    we greet others as people of peace.  

MEAL 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (Rob)                                              ELW pg. 152/Screen 

 L:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:  And also with you. 
 L:  Lift up your hearts.  

 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

     praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death 

     and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

     choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

     hymn: 

+HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (brief intro)                                                                                                     ELW pg. 153/Screen 

 C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 

       in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Rob) 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (Rob)                                                                                                                        Screen 

  C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as    

       it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who   

       trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,    

       and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/ALL ARE WELCOME 

COMMUNION SONG                                                 “Lamb of God”                                                  ELW pg. 154/Screen 

 C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the     

       sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace,      

       grant us peace. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (On Screen)    Screen 

 L:  In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. Share any reflections, 

       questions, or prayers on the back. Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the      

      collection plates are in the front and back, and there is a QR code in the bulletin to give electronically.  For   

      those on-line please go to our website stlukesbloomington.org there is a link to give at the bottom of every   

      page. Enjoy this time.   

COMMUNION MUSIC                                                     Joanne Turner 

+POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Rob) 

L:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER {Front Center} (Pat Lair) 

L:  We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the         

      very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use our gifts to build  

      one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 
C:  Amen. 



SENDING 

+BENEDICTION (Rob)     

L: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The Lord look upon 

you with favor and give you peace. In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

C:  Amen 

+SENDING HYMN                                      “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song”                                   ELW #808 

Verse 1 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 

I’ll tell everybody about you wherever I go: 

You alone are our life and our peace and our love. 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

Verse 2 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 

May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 

 

 

Verse 3 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant 

To carry your cross and to share all your burdens and 

tears. 

For you saved me by giving your body and blood 

As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant. 

Verse 4 

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey 

But courage will come with the sound of your steps by 

my side 

And with all of the fami’ly you saved by your love 

We’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 

 

+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Pat Lair) 

             L:  Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

            C:  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE 

Altar Flowers Today  

Given by: 

David Skinner 

In memory of Molly  

on the 1st anniversary of her passing 
 


