
Worship Leader Edition 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

Elijah the Prophet is Trusting 
May 7, 2023                                                       8:30 AM 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                          

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS {Front Center} (Rob)                 Screen 

 L:  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + one God, who creates us and forms us, who redeems us and calls us, who  

       unites us and sends us. 

 C:  Amen 

 L:  Gathered in God’s presence, let us take a moment of silent reflection to confess our sin to God. (Pause) 

     Mighty and loving God 

C:  we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We seek our own way. We divide the 

body of Christ. In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. Let the words of our mouths, and thoughts of our 

hearts, and everything that we do be filled with faith, hope and love. Amen. 

 L:  Hear the voice of Jesus; “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me to proclaim release to the captives.” In         

      the name of Jesus Christ, I proclaim to you that your sins are forgiven and you are released. The joy         

      of the Lord is your strength, and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 

 C:  Amen 

+OPENING HYMN                                 “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing”                                                 ELW #362 

Verse 1 (all), 3 (women) 4 (choir) 5 (men) 8 (all) 

Verse 1 (All) 

At the Lamb's high feast we sing 

praise to our victorious king, 

who has washed us in the tide 

flowing from his pierced side. 

Alleluia! 

Verse 3 (Women) 

Where the paschal blood is poured 

death's dread angel sheathes the sword; 

Israel's hosts triumphant go 

through the wave that drowns the foe. 

Alleluia! 

Verse 4 (Choir) 

Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, 

paschal victim, paschal bread; 

with sincerity and love 

eat we manna from above. 

Alleluia! 

Verse 5 (Men) 

Mighty Victim from the sky, 

hell's fierce pow'rs beneath you lie; 

you have conquered in the fight, 

you have brought us life and light. 

Alleluia! 

Verse 8 (All) 

Father, who the crown shall give, 

Savior, by whose death we live, 

Spirit, guide through all our days: 

Three in One, your name we praise. 

Alleluia! 

 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:  The grace of Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Holy One, and the Spirit of the living God be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 

+KYRIE {Front Center} (cantor and congregation)                                                                       ELW pg. 147/Screen

 L:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 L:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

 C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 L:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray   

       to the Lord. 

 C:  Lord have mercy. 



 L:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 C:  Lord have mercy. 
 L:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 C:  Amen. 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (congregation)                           “This Is the Feast”                                    ELW pg. 149-150/ Screen 

 C:  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  

        Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

        Power and riches and wisdom and strength, and honor and blessing and glory are his. 

        This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia.  

        Sing with all the people of God and join in the hymn of all creation:  

        Blessing and honor and glory and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen 

                    This is the feast of victory for our God.  

        For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Angela Hansen)  

L:  God of Elijah, with great fire you made your presence known to the worshipers of Baal. Help us to resist the 

temptation to place our trust and faith in anything other than you. Receive our worship and strengthen our faith. 

Amen. 

C:  Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING (Mark Bergherr)  1 Kings 18:20-40 

So Ahab sent to all the Israelites, and assembled the prophets at Mount Carmel. Elijah then came near to all the people, 

and said, “How long will you go limping with two different opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal, then 

follow him.” The people did not answer him a word. Then Elijah said to the people, “I, even I only, am left a prophet of 

the LORD; but Baal’s prophets number four hundred fifty. Let two bulls be given to us; let them choose one bull for 

themselves, cut it in pieces, and lay it on the wood, but put no fire to it; I will prepare the other bull and lay it on the 

wood, but put no fire to it. Then you call on the name of your god and I will call on the name of the LORD; the god who 

answers by fire is indeed God.” All the people answered, “Well spoken!” Then Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, 

“Choose for yourselves one bull and prepare it first, for you are many; then call on the name of your god, but put no fire to 

it.” So they took the bull that was given them, prepared it, and called on the name of Baal from morning until noon, 

crying, “O Baal, answer us!” But there was no voice, and no answer. They limped about the altar that they had made. At 

noon Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry aloud! Surely he is a god; either he is meditating, or he has wandered away, or he 

is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and must be awakened.” Then they cried aloud and, as was their custom, they cut 

themselves with swords and lances until the blood gushed out over them. As midday passed, they raved on until the time 

of the offering of the oblation, but there was no voice, no answer, and no response. Then Elijah said to all the people, 

“Come closer to me”; and all the people came closer to him. First he repaired the altar of the LORD that had been thrown 

down; Elijah took twelve stones, according to the number of the tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of 

the LORD came, saying, “Israel shall be your name”; with the stones he built an altar in the name of the LORD. Then he 

made a trench around the altar, large enough to contain two measures of seed. Next he put the wood in order, cut the bull 

in pieces, and laid it on the wood. He said, “Fill four jars with water and pour it on the burnt offering and on the 

wood.” Then he said, “Do it a second time”; and they (the people) did it a second time. Again he said, “Do it a third time”; 

and they did it a third time, so that the water ran all around the altar, and filled the trench also with water. At the time of 

the offering of the oblation, the prophet Elijah came near and said, “O LORD, God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, let it be 

known this day that you are God in Israel, that I am your servant, and that I have done all these things at your 

bidding. Answer me, O LORD, answer me, so that this people may know that you, O LORD, are God, and that you have 

turned their hearts back.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt offering, the wood, the stones, and the 

dust, and even licked up the water that was in the trench. When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces and said, 

“The LORD indeed is God; the LORD indeed is God.” Elijah said to them, “Seize the prophets of Baal; do not let one of 

them escape.” Then they seized them; and Elijah brought them down to the Wadi Kishon, and killed them there. 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                             “Alleluia”                                                    ELW pg. 151/Screen 

 C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.  



+THE HOLY GOSPEL {Pulpit} (Rob)    John 10:24-39 

So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? (Annoy us, mocking tone) If 

you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my 

Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I 

know them, and they follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my 

hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of the Father’s hand. The Father 

and I are one.” The Jews took up stones again to stone him. Jesus replied, “I have shown you many good works from the 

Father. For which of these are you going to stone me?” The Jews answered, “It is not for a good work that we are going to 

stone you, but for blasphemy, because you, though only a human being, are making yourself God.” Jesus answered, “Is it 

not written in your law, ‘I said, you are gods’? If those to whom the word of God came were called ‘gods’ —and the 

scripture cannot be annulled— can you say that the one whom the Father has sanctified and sent into the world is 

blaspheming because I said, ‘I am God’s Son’? If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me. But if I 

do them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, so that you may know and understand that the Father is in 

me and I am in the Father.” Then they tried to arrest him again, but he escaped from their hands. 

 L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON  Pastor Rob Norris-Weber 

+HYMN OF THE DAY           “Jesus Makes My Heart Rejoice” NOT IN HYMNAL                                                Screen 

Verse 1 

Jesus makes my heart rejoice,  

I’m his sheep and know his voice; 

he’s a Shepherd, kind and gracious, 

And his pastures are delicious;  

constant love to me he shows,  

yea, my very name he knows. 

Verse 2 

Trusting his mild staff always, 

I go in and out in peace;  

he will feed me with the treasure 

of his grace in richest measure; 

when athirst to him I cry, 

living water he’ll supply. 

Verse 3 

Should I for gladness leap, 

Led by Jesus as his sheep?  

For when these blessed days are over 

To the arms of my dear Savior 

I shall be conveyed t rest.  

Amen, yea, my lot is blessed 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Angela Hansen)          Screen 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and 

the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Angela Hansen)                                                                                                     Screen 

         After each petition: 

 L:  Hear us, O God    

 C:  Your mercy is great.  

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 

L:  For all who are gathered, let us take a moment to welcome everyone with a wave of peace. For those of you 

online, please share a word of peace in the comment or chat. Most of all as we go out into the world may we greet 

others as people of peace.  

Please share a wave of peace with one another. 

 

MEAL 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 



+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (Rob)                                             ELW pg. 152/Screen 

 L:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:  And also with you. 
 L:  Lift up your hearts.  

 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh  

you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made visible,  

we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels with the church on 

earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (brief intro)                                                                                          ELW pg. 153/Screen 

     C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might, heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the  

highest. 

+WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Rob) 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER (Rob)                                                                                                                        Screen 

 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/ALL ARE WELCOME 

COMMUNION SONG                                                 “Lamb of God”                                                  ELW pg. 154/Screen 

 C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the     

       sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace,      

       grant us peace. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (On Screen)    Screen 

L: In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. For those on-line 

we invite you to email the office@stlukesbloomington.org. Share any reflections, questions, or prayers 

on the back. Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the collection plates are in 

the front and back. For those online please go to our website there is a link to give at the bottom of every 

page. Enjoy this time.   

COMMUNION MUSIC                                    “Shepherd Me, O God”                Marty Haugen 

St. Luke’s Choir & Congregation 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

+POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Rob) 

L:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

L:  We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the         



      very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use our gifts to build  

      one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 
C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

SYNOD ASSEMBLY REFLECTION {Center}                                                              Mollee Erickson & Dan Cinnamon 

+BENEDICTION {Front Center} (Rob) 

 L:  The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy  

       Spirit. 

 C:  Amen.   

+SENDING HYMN                                        “The Lord’s My Shepherd”                                                         ELW #778 

Verse 1 

The Lord's my shepherd; I'll not want. 

He makes me down to lie 

in pastures green; he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

He leadeth me, he leadeth me 

the quiet waters by. 

Verse 2 

My soul he doth restore again, 

and me to walk doth make 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e'en for his own name's sake; 

within the paths of righteousness, 

e'en for his own name's sake. 

Verse 3 

Yea, though I walk in death's dark vale, 

yet will I fear no ill; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still; 

for thou art with me, and thy rod 

and staff me comfort still. 

Verse 4 

My table thou hast richly spread 

in presence of my foes; 

my head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

My head thou dost with oil anoint, 

and my cup overflows. 

Verse 5 

Goodness and mercy all my life 

shall surely follow me, 

and in God's house forevermore 

my dwelling-place shall be. 

and in God's house forevermore 

my dwelling-place shall be. 

+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:  Go now in peace, for nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                   Lori Murray 

Altar Flowers Today Given by 

Bonnie, Karen & Lisa  

In memory of Joyce Jacobson  

  and  

Mark Bergherr 

In memory of Maya Kale 


