
Worship Leader Edition 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 

Elijah the Prophet is Faithful 
April 30, 2023                                                                                            8:30 AM 

GATHERING 
PRELUDE                                                                 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

+OPENING HYMN                 “O God, My Faithful God”                                                          ELW #806 

 

Verse 1 

O God, my faithful God, 

true fountain ever flowing, 

without whom nothing is, 

all perfect gifts bestowing: 

give me a healthy frame, 

and may I have within 

a conscience free from blame, 

a soul unstained by sin. 

Verse 2 

Give me the strength to do 

with ready heart and willing 

whatever you command, 

my calling here fulfilling-- 

to do it when I ought, 

with all my might--and bless 

whatever I have wrought, 

for you must give success. 

Verse 3 

Keep me from saying words 

that later need recalling; 

guard me lest idle speech 

may from my lips be falling; 

but when, within my place, 

I must and ought to speak, 

then to my words give grace, 

lest I offend the weak. 

Verse 4 

When dangers gather round, 

oh, keep me calm and fearless; 

help me to bear the cross 

when life seems dark and cheerless; 

help me, as you have taught, 

to love both great and small, 

and by your Spirit's might, 

to live at peace with all. 

 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

  L:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

             C:  And also with you. 

(Assistant may be seated if not cantoring) 

+KYRIE (cantor and congregation)                                                                                                        ELW pg. 147/Screen 

             L:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord, have mercy. 

             L:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord, have mercy. 

             L:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let         

                  us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord have mercy. 

             L:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

             C:  Lord have mercy. 

             L:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

             C: Amen. 



+HYMN OF PRAISE (cantor and congregation)                 “Glory to God”                                         ELW pg. 148/Screen 

             L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

             C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we    

                  praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

                  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the   

                  Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone   

                  are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

L:  O Lord Christ, good shepherd of the sheep, you seek the lost and guide us into your fold. Feed us, and we shall 

be satisfied; heal us, and we shall be whole. Make us one with you, for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING {Lectern} (Al Buss) 1 Kings 18:1-10, 17-19 

After many days the word of the LORD came to Elijah, in the third year of the drought, saying, “Go, present yourself to 

Ahab; I will send rain on the earth.” So Elijah went to present himself to Ahab. The famine was severe in Samaria. Ahab 

summoned Obadiah, who was in charge of the palace. (Now Obadiah revered the LORD greatly; when Jezebel was killing 

off the prophets of the LORD, Obadiah took a hundred prophets, hid them fifty to a cave, and provided them with bread 

and water.) Then Ahab said to Obadiah, “Go through the land to all the springs of water and to all the wadis; perhaps we 

may find grass to keep the horses and mules alive, and not lose some of the animals.” So they divided the land between 

them to pass through it; Ahab went in one direction by himself, and Obadiah went in another direction by himself. As 

Obadiah was on the way, Elijah met him; Obadiah recognized him, fell on his face, and said, “Is it you, my lord 

Elijah?” He answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your lord that Elijah is here.” And he said, “How have I sinned, that you would 

hand your servant over to Ahab, to kill me? As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom to which my lord 

has not sent to seek you; and when they would say, ‘He is not here,’ he would require an oath of the kingdom or nation, 

that they had not found you. 

When Ahab saw Elijah, Ahab said to him, “Is it you, you troubler of Israel?” He answered, “I have not troubled Israel; but 

you have, and your father’s house, because you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and followed the 

Baals. Now therefore have all Israel assemble for me at Mount Carmel, with the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and 

the four hundred prophets of Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.” 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God.     

Please stand as you are able. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                             “Alleluia”                                                   ELW pg. 151/Screen 

             C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.   

+THE HOLY GOSPEL {Pulpit} (Rob)                                                                                Mark 7:6-9 

He “Jesus” said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, ‘This people honors me with 

their lips, but their hearts are far from me; in vain do they worship me, teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ You 

abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting 

the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition! 

 L:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON {Pulpit}                                                                                                                     Rob 

+HYMN OF THE DAY                     “O Word of God Incarnate”                                                       ELW #514 

 

Verse 1 

O Word of God incarnate, 

O Wisdom from on high, 

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, 

O Light of our dark sky; 

we praise you for the radiance 

that from the hallowed page, 

a lantern to our footsteps, 

shines on from age to age. 

Verse 2 

The church from you, dear Master, 

received the gift divine; 

and still that light is lifted 



o'er all the earth to shine. 

It is the chart and compass 

that, all life's voyage through, 

mid mists and rocks and quicksands 

still guides, O Christ, to you. 

Verse 3 

Oh, make your church, dear Savior, 

a lamp of burnished gold 

to bear before the nations 

your true light, as of old; 

oh, teach your wand'ring pilgrims 

by this their path to trace, 

till, clouds and darkness ended, 

they see you face to face. 

 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Britt Halaas)                                                                                         Screen 

 C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only   

       Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius   

       Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

       ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living   

       and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the         

       forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

After each petition: 

 L:   Hear us, O God.  

 C:   Your mercy is great. 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER                               Screen  

             C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

 L:   The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:   And also with you. 

 L:   For all who are gathered, let us take a moment to welcome everyone with a wave of peace. For those  

                   of you online, please share a word of peace in the comment or chat. Most all as we go out into the world may   

                   we greet others as people of peace.  

Please share of wave of peace with one another. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (Britt Halaas) (You may be seated) 

  L:  In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. For those on-line we 

invite you to email the office@stlukesbloomington.org. Share any reflections, questions, or prayers on the back. 

Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the collection plates are in the front and back. For 

those online please go to our website there is a link to give at the bottom of every page. Enjoy this time.   

MUSIC                                                                   “Sing Hallelujah, Praise”                                              Moravian Melody 

                                                                     St. Luke’s Choir                                                                     arr. Carl Mueller 

SENDING 

COUNCIL INTRODUCTION                                                                 Kerry Kolledge, Faith Formation 

+BENEDICTION {Front Center} (Rob) 

 L:  The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy  

       Spirit. 

 C:  Amen.   

  



+SENDING HYMN                       “O That the Lord Would Guide My Ways”                                        ELW #772 

   Verses 1 & 4 

Verse 1 

Oh, that the Lord would guide my ways 

to keep his statutes still! 

Oh, that my God would grant me grace 

to know and do his will! 

Verse 4 

Make me to walk in your commands, 

'tis a delightful road; 

nor let my head or heart or hands 

offend against my God. 

 

+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Britt Halaas) 

 L:  Go now in peace, for nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Altar Flowers Today Given by 

Deanna O’Brien 
In loving memory of husband, 

Richard O’Brien 

 


