
Worship Leader Edition 
Third Sunday of Easter 

Elijah the Prophet Heals 
April 23, 2023                                                                                            8:30 AM 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                                “Earth and All Stars”             Anne Kretz 

Bells of Praise 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

MISSION MINUTE                                         The Lift Garage                 Karissa Vetsch 

+OPENING HYMN                 “We Praise You, O God”                                                           ELW #870 

 

Verse 1 

We praise you, O God, our redeemer, creator; 

in grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you; we kneel and adore you; 

we bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

Verse 2 

We worship you, God of our fathers and mothers; 

through trial and tempest our guide you have been. 

When perils o'ertake us, you will not forsake us, 

and with your help, O Lord, our struggles we win. 

Verse 3 

With voices united our praises we offer 

and gladly our songs of thanksgiving we raise. 

With you, Lord, beside us, your strong arm will guide 

us. 

To you, our great redeemer, forever be praise! 

 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Becky Olson) 

  L:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

             C:  And also with you. 

(Assistant may be seated if not cantoring) 

+KYRIE (cantor and congregation)                                                                                                        ELW pg. 147/Screen 

             L:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord, have mercy. 

             L:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord, have mercy. 

             L:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let         

                  us pray to the Lord. 

             C:  Lord have mercy. 

             L:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

             C:  Lord have mercy. 

             L:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

             C: Amen. 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (cantor and congregation)                 “Glory to God”                                         ELW pg. 148/Screen 

             L: Glory to God in the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

             C: Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we give you thanks, we    

                  praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God,  

                  you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand of the   

                  Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, you alone   

                  are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Becky Olson) 

L:  Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your children. Fill us with your  

     words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,  

     who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:  Amen. 



WORD 

FIRST READING {Lectern} (Angela Hansen) 1 Kings 17:7-24 

But after a while the wadi dried up, because there was no rain in the land. Then the word of the LORD came to Elijah, 

saying, “Go now to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed 

you.” So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he 

called to her and said, “Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” As she was going to bring it, he called to 

her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.” But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing 

baked, only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I may go 

home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as 

you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for yourself and 

your son. For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until 

the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household 

ate for many days. The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word of the LORD that 

he spoke by Elijah. After this the son of the woman, the mistress of the house, became ill; his illness was so severe that 

there was no breath left in him. She then said to Elijah, “What have you against me, O man of God? You have come to me 

to bring my sin to remembrance, and to cause the death of my son!” But he said to her, “Give me your son.” He took him 

from her bosom, carried him up into the upper chamber where he was lodging, and laid him on his own bed. He cried out 

to the LORD, “O LORD my God, have you brought calamity even upon the widow with whom I am staying, by killing her 

son?” Then he stretched himself upon the child three times, and cried out to the LORD, “O LORD my God, let this child’s 

life come into him again.” The LORD listened to the voice of Elijah; the life of the child came into him again, and he 

revived. Elijah took the child, brought him down from the upper chamber into the house, and gave him to his mother; then 

Elijah said, “See, your son is alive.” So the woman said to Elijah, “Now I know that you are a man of God, and that the 

word of the LORD in your mouth is truth.” 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God.     

Please stand as you are able. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                             “Alleluia”                                                   ELW pg. 151/Screen 

             C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia.   

+THE HOLY GOSPEL {Pulpit} (Rob)                                                                                John 6:30-35 

So they said to Jesus, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you? What work are you 

performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then 

Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who 

gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down from heaven and gives life to the 

world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to 

me will never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

 L:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:   Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON {Pulpit}                                                                                                                     Rob 

+HYMN OF THE DAY                     “All Who Hunger, Gather Gladly”                                                  ELW #461 

 

Verse 1 

All who hunger, gather gladly; 

holy manna is our bread. 

Come from wilderness and wand'ring. 

Here in truth we will be fed. 

You that yearn for days of fullness, 

all around us is our food. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

Verse 2 

All who hunger, never strangers; 

seeker, be a welcome guest. 

Come from restlessness and roaming. 

Here in joy we keep the feast. 

We that once were lost and scattered 

In communion’s love have stood. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

Verse 3 

All who hunger, sing together, 

Jesus Christ is living bread. 

Come from loneliness longing. 

Here in peace we have been fed. 

Blest are those who from this table table 



live their days in gratitude. 

Taste and see the grace eternal. 

Taste and see that God is good. 

 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Becky Olson)                                                                                         Screen 

 C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only   

       Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius   

       Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

       ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living   

       and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the         

       forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Becky Olson) 

After each petition: 

 L:   Hear us, O God.  

 C:   Your mercy is great. 

+THE LORD’S PRAYER                               Screen  

             C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Becky Olson) 

 L:   The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:   And also with you. 

 L:   For all who are gathered, let us take a moment to welcome everyone with a wave of peace. For those  

                   of you online, please share a word of peace in the comment or chat. Most all as we go out into the world may   

                   we greet others as people of peace.  

Please share of wave of peace with one another. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (Becky Olson) 

   L:  In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. Share any reflections,   

                   questions, or prayers on the back. Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the  

                   collection plates are in the front and back. For those online please go to our website             

         stlukesbloomington.org and there is a link to give at the bottom of every page. Enjoy this time.   

MUSIC                                                                         “Laudamus Te”                                                      Dave & Jean Perry  

St. Luke’s Choir and Bells of Praise 

SENDING 

COUNCIL INTRODUCTION                                                                  Leah Deshepper, President Elect 

+BENEDICTION {Front Center} (Rob) 

 L:  The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy  

       Spirit. 

 C:  Amen.   

+SENDING HYMN                       “Let All Things Now Living”                                                    ELW #881 

Verse 1 

Let all things now living 

A song of thanksgiving 

To God the creator triumphantly raise, 

Who fashioned and made us, 

Protected and stayed us, 

Who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

God's banners are o’er us, 

God's light goes before us, 

A pillar of fire shining forth in the night, 

Till shadows have vanished 

And darkness is banished, 

As forward we travel from light into light. 

Verse 2 

God rules all the forces: 

The stars in their courses 

And sun in its orbit obediently shine; 

The hills and the mountains, 



The rivers and fountains, 

The deeps of the ocean proclaim God divine. 

We too should be voicing 

Our love and rejoicing; 

With glad adoration a song let us raise 

Till all things now living 

Unite in thanksgiving: 

"To God in the highest, hosanna and praise!" 

 

+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Becky Olson) 

 L:  Go now in peace, for nothing can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

Altar Flowers Today Given by 

Steve and Judy Ludwigson 

In celebration of their 38th anniversary  

and Jayson’s birthday 


