
Worship Leader Edition 
Laborers in the Vineyard 

March 5, 2023                                                                                            8:30 AM  

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                          

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Rob) 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS {Front Center} (Rob)    Screen 

 L:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and 

our salvation 

C: Amen 

L:  Holy God 

C:  we confess that we have turned away from you and from our neighbors, and in toward 

ourselves. We have sought security in possessions and the place of power in relationship. We have 

trusted ourselves most of all. Turn us back to you, O God. In your mercy, forgive our sinfulness 

and cleanse us from guilt and shame. Guide us on the path of freedom that is your gift to us in 

Christ our Lord. Amen 

L: Hear for yourselves: There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. In the waters of 

baptism grace abounds for you and for all. God turns to you in love and puts away every sin, every 

wrong turn, for the sake of Jesus, the one God sent to save the world. 

C:  Amen 

+OPENING HYMN                                      “O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate”                                          ELW # 722 

Verse 1 

O Christ, your heart compassionate, 

bore ev’ry human pain. 

Its beating was the pulse of God; 

its breadth, God’s vast domain. 

The heart of God, the heart of Christ 

combined in perfect rhyme 

to write God’s love in human deeds, 

eternity in time. 

Verse 2 

As once you welcomed those cast down 

and healed the sick, the blind, 

so may all bruised and broken lives 

through us your help still find. 

Lord, join our hearts with those who weep 

that none may weep alone, 

and help us hear another’s pain 

as though it were our own. 

Verse 3 

O Christ, create new hearts in us 

that beat in time with yours, 

that, joined by faith with your great heart, 

become love’s open doors. 

We are your body, risen Christ; 

our hearts, our hands we yield 

that through our life and ministry 

your love may be revealed. 

Verse 4 

O Love that made the distant stars, 

yet marks the sparrow’s fall, 

whose arms stretched wide upon a cross 

embrace and bear us all: 

come, make your church a servant church 

that walks your servant ways, 

whose deeds of love rise up in you, 

a sacrifice of praise! 

 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer) 

 L:  The grace of Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Holy One, and the Spirit of the living God be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 
(Assistant may be seated if not cantoring) 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer)  
L  Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants. Because we 

cannont rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train us to embody the 

generosity of your So, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
C:  Amen. 



WORD 

FIRST READING (Betty Bender)  2 Thessalonians 1:3-12 

We must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is right, because your faith is growing abundantly, 

and the love of every one of you for one another is increasing. Therefore we ourselves boast of you among the churches 

of God for your steadfastness and faith during all your persecutions and the afflictions that you are enduring. This is 

evidence of the righteous judgment of God, and is intended to make you worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you are 

also suffering. For it is indeed just of God to repay with affliction those who afflict you, and to give relief to the afflicted 

as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance 

on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. These will suffer the 

punishment of eternal destruction, separated from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might, when he 

comes to be glorified by his saints and to be marveled at on that day among all who have believed, because our testimony 

to you was believed. To this end we always pray for you, asking that our God will make you worthy of his call and will 

fulfill by his power every good resolve and work of faith, so that the name of our Lord Jesus may be glorified in you, and 

you in him, according to the grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

+THE HOLY GOSPEL {Pulpit} (Rob)   Matthew 20:1-16 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 

agreeing with the laborers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, 

he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you 

whatever is right.’ So they went. When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about 

five o’clock he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all 

day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.’ When evening 

came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last 

and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now 

when the first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And 

when they received it, they grumbled against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you have 

made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, 

‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and go; 

I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or 

are you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first will be last.” 

 L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 
 C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                 Rob 

+HYMN OF THE DAY            “Great God, Your Love Has Called Us”    ELW 358 

    Verses 1, 2 and 5 

Verse 1 

Great God, your love has called us here, 

as we, by love, for love were made. 

Your living likeness still we bear, 

though marred, dishonored, disobeyed. 

We come, with all our heart and mind 

you’re your call to hear, your love to find. 

Verse 2 

We come with self-inflicted pains 

of broken trust and chosen wrong, 

half-free, half-bound by inner chains, 

by your gracious love along, 

by pow’rs and systems close confined, 

yet seeking hope for humankind. 

Verse 5 

Great God, in Christ you set us free 

your life to live, you joy to share. 

Give us your Spirit’s liberty 

to turn from guilt and dull despair, 

and offer all that faith dan do 

while love is making all things new. 

 



+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer)          Screen 

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son 

our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into 

heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer)                                                                                                   Screen 

         After each petition: 

 L:  Hear us, O God    

 C:  Your mercy is great.  

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer 

 L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 
Please share of wave of peace with one another. 

 

MEAL 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (Rob)                                             ELW pg. 144/Screen 

 L:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:  And also with you. 
 L:  Lift up your hearts.  

 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 

you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 

prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 

grace.  And so with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 

and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (brief intro)                                                                                        ELW pg. 144/ Screen 

     C: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the  

highest. 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Rob) 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (Rob)                                                                                                                         Screen 

 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/ALL ARE WELCOME 

 COMMUNION SONG                                      “Lamb of God”                                               ELW pg. 146/Screen 

C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE (On Screen)    Screen 

  L:  In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. Share any reflections,   

                  questions, or prayers on the back. Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the  

                  collection plates are in the front and back. For those online please go to our website stlukesbloomington.org  

                  and there is a link to give at the bottom of every page. Enjoy this time. 

COMMUNION ANTHEM                                                 “Lost in the Night”                                             arr. Kyle Haugen 

                                        St. Luke’s Choir  

 



Please stand as you are able. 

+POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Rob) 

L:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

+POST-COMMUNION PRAYER {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer) 

L:  We thank you, O God, that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the 

very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use your fits to build one 

another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord 
C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

COUNCIL INTRODUCTION                                                                                  Britt Halaas, Missions 

+BENEDICTION {Front Center} (Rob) 

 L:  The Lord of peace give you peace at all times and in all ways. In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

 C:  Amen.  

 

+SENDING HYMN              “As Saints of Old”                                                                  ELW #695 

 

Verse 1 

As saints of old their first fruits brought 

of orchard, flock and field 

to God, the giver of all good,  

the source of bounteous yield, 

so we today first fruits would bring, 

the wealth of this good land, 

of farm and market, shop and home, 

of mind and heart and hand. 

 

Verse 2 

A world in need now summons us 

to labor, love and give; 

to make our life an offering 

to God, that all may live. 

The church of Christ is calling us 

to make the dream come true: 

a world redeemed by Christ like love; 

all life in Christ made new. 

 

Verse 3 

In gratitude and humble trust 

we bring our best today 

to serve your cause and share you love 

with all along life’s way. 

O God, who gave yourself to us 

in Jesus Christ your Son, 

teach us to give ourselves each day 

until life’s work is done. 

+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Beth Angerhofer 

 L:   Go now in peace, for nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                   Lori Murray 


