
Worship Leader Edition 
Epiphany Sunday 

January 1, 2023                                                                                           8:30 AM  

GATHERING 

PRELUDE                                                          

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS {Front Center} (Pastor Rob) 

+CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS {Front Center} (Pastor Rob) 

 L:  The coming of Christ was not, and is not, widely welcomed. Wherever there is epiphany there will   

       also be darkness: the darkness of old superstitions and dogmas which refuse to fade away easily; the    

       darkness of pride in the half truths that have masqueraded as wisdom; the darkness of entrenched   

       evil that hates the light and tries to dispose of it; the darkness of apathy that cannot be bothered to   

       open the shutters; 

L:  Most holy and loving God, 

C:  please forgive the darkness and pain we have inflicted on others, and restore your light within 

our own souls. Trusting your grace, we humbly ask, “Create in us a clean heart, O God, and 

renew a right spirit within us.” Through Christ Jesus our Saviour. Amen! 

 L: My friends, Epiphany is good news! The Light comes not to sear and blind us but to save us. Jesus 

 came into this world to save sinners. In His name, I declare to you: Your sins are forgiven! 

C:  Thanks be to God! 

+OPENING HYMN                                               “Arise, Shine”                                                     Ruth Cunningham 

+GREETING {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:  The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

 C:  And also with you. 

(Assistant may be seated if not cantoring) 

+KYRIE (cantor and congregation)                                                                                                                                 ELW pg. 138 

 L:  In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
 C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 L:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
 C:  Lord, have mercy. 
 L:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray   

       to the Lord. 

 C:  Lord have mercy. 
 L:  For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord.  

 C:  Lord have mercy. 
 L:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

 C:  Amen. 

+HYMN OF PRAISE (congregation)                    “This Is the Feast”                                                           ELW pg. 140-141 

 C:  Refrain: 

                  This is the feast of victory for our God. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.  

1.   Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us free to be people of God. 

Refrain 

2. Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. 

      Refrain 

3. Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Blessing, honor, glory, and 

might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. 

Refrain 



4. For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. 

Refrain 

+PRAYER OF THE DAY {Front Center} (Angela Hansen)  

 L  O God, on this day you revealed your Son to the nations by the leading of a star. Lead us now by faith to know   

      your presence in our lives, and bring us at last to the full vision of you glorify, through your Son, Jesus Christ   

      our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, on God, now and forever. 

 C:  Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING (Mark Bergherr)  Isaiah 60:1-5 

Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. For darkness shall cover the earth, 

and thick darkness the peoples; but the LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. Nations shall come 

to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they 

come to you; your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses’ arms. Then you 

shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice, because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the 

wealth of the nations shall come to you. 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God. 

Please stand as you are able. 

+GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                             “Alleluia”                                                                 ELW pg. 142 

 C:  Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

+THE HOLY GOSPEL   Matthew 2:1-12     Matthew 24:36-44 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 

Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and 

have come to pay him homage.” When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling 

together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told 

him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by 

no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.’” Then 

Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent 

them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that 

I may also go and pay him homage.” When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star 

that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt 

down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

 L:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                  Pastor Rob Norris-Weber  

+HYMN OF THE DAY            “Bright and Glorious is the Sky”    ELW #301

Verse 1 

Bright and glorious is the sky, 

radiant are the heavens high 

where the golden stars are shining. 

All their rays to earth inclining 

beckon us to heav’n above, 

beckon us to heav’n above. 

Verse 3 

Sages from the east afar, 

when they saw this wondrous star, 

went to find the king of nations 

and to offer their oblations 

to the child, the newborn king, 

to the child the newborn king. 

Verse 4 

Him they found in Bethlehem, 

yet he worn no diadem; 

there they saw a maiden lowly 

with an infant pure and holy 

resting in her loving arms, 

resting in her loving arms. 

Verse 6 

And this star, as bright asday, 



that will never lead astray 

with its message so appealing, 

is the word of God, revealing 

Christ, the way, the truth, the life, 

Christ, the way, the truth, the life. 

 

 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED {Front Center} (Angela Hansen)          Screen 

 C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

                  God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

                  suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  

                  On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the  

                  Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy  

                  catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

                  and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

+THE PRAYERS {Front Center} (Angela Hansen)                                                                                                    Screen 

         After each petition: 

 L:  Lord in your mercy,    

 C:  hear our prayer.  

+SHARING OF THE PEACE {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:  The peace of the Lord be with you all. 

 C:  And also with you. 
Please share of wave of peace with one another. 

 

MEAL 
INVITATION TO THE TABLE 

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING/DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (Rob)                                           ELW pg. 144/Screen 

 L:  The Lord be with you. 

 C:  And also with you. 
 L:  Lift up your hearts.  

 C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

 L:  Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise.  

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that beholding the God made  visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels with the church on earth and 

the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (brief intro)                                                                                                      ELW pg. 144/ Screen 

     C:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of pow’r and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna, 

Hosanna, Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the  

highest. 

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Rob) 

 THE LORD’S PRAYER (Rob)                                                                                                                           Screen 

 C:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 

is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 

the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION/ALL ARE WELCOME 

 COMMUNION SONG                                      “Lamb of God”                                               ELW pg. 146/Screen 

C:  Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world; have mercy on us. Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

COMMUNION HYMN                                             “The First Noel”                                                          ELW #300 



TIME OF REFLECTION AND RESPONSE       Screen 

  L:  In this time of reflection and response you are invited to fill out your welcome card. Share any reflections,   

                  questions, or prayers on the back. Also, take this time to prepare your offering. For those gathered the  

                  collection plates are in the front and back. For those online please go to our website stlukesbloomington.org  

                  and there is a link to give at the bottom of every page. Enjoy this time. 

Please stand as you are able. 

 +POST-COMMUNION BLESSING (Rob) 

L:  The body and blood of our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

C:  Amen. 

 +CANTICLE                                        “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”                                   ELW #207/Screen 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; 

tell everyone what God has done. 

Let everyone who seeks the Lord  

rejoice and bear the name of Christ 

Send us with your promises 

and lead your people forth in joy  

with shouts of thanksgiving 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

          +POST-COMMUNION PRAYER {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:  Loving God, you have fed our spirits with your word of hope and your food of life.  Empower us to go forth 

 strengthened and renewed, to serve the world you love. 
C:  Amen. 

SENDING 

+BENEDICTION {Front Center} (Pastor Rob) 

 L:  May the eternal light of God guide you in the way of the peace, through the power of Holy Spirit now and   

       forevermore.              

 C:  Amen.  

+SENDING HYMN                           “Arise, Your Light Has Come”                                              ELW #314 

 

Verse 1 

Arise, your light has come! 

The Spirit’s call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God 

which shines on you today. 

Verse 2 

Arise, your light has come! 

Fling wide the prison door; 

proclaim the captive’s liberty, 

good tidings to the poor. 

Verse 3 

Arise, your light has come! 

All you in sorrow born, 

bind up the broken-hearted ones 

and comfort those who mourn. 

Verse 4 

Arise, your light has come! 

The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the  wing, 

God's pow’r will make us strong. 

 

 

+DISMISSAL {Front Center} (Angela Hansen) 

 L:   Let your light shine before others.  

 C:  Glory be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                                                                                                   Joanne Turner 

 

   


