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GATHERING 

PRELUDE 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Rob) 

+GATHERING SONG  “Lost in the Night” ELW #243 

Verse 1 

Lost in the night do the people yet languish 

Longing for morning the darkness to vanquish, 

Plaintively sighing with hearts full of anguish. 

Will not day come soon? Will not day come soon? 

 

Verse 2 

Must we be vainly awaiting the morrow? 

Shall those who have light no light let us borrow, 

Giving no heed to our burden of sorrow? 

Will you help us soon? Will you help us soon? 

 

Verse 3 

Sorrowing wand’rers, in darkness yet dwelling, 

Dawned has the day of a radiance excelling, 

Death’s deepest shadows forever dispelling. 

Christ is coming soon! Christ is coming soon! 

 

Verse 4 

Light o’er the land of the needy is beaming; 

Rivers of life through its deserts are streaming, 

Bringing all peoples a Savior redeeming. 

Come and save us soon! Come and save us soon! 

BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  

INVITATION- (Assistant) 

In a world of where so many despair, 

God lights a candle of hope in our hearts. 

We wait together for a Saviour, 

who will be Immanuel, Christ the Lord. 

Hear the word of the Lord: 
 

READING- Isaiah 9:2 (Rob) 

The people who walked in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 

on them light has shined.    Isaiah 9:2 
    

CANDLE LIGHTING (Assistant)           “He Came Down”                                                    ELW #253 

                            Verse 2    

 

He came down that we may have light; 

He came down that we may have light; 

He came down that we may have light; 

Hallelujah forevermore. 

 

+GREETING (Assistant) 

  L: The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with 

  you all.  

 C: And also with you. 

 

 

 



+PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assistant) 
 L:  Loving Lord, when we have strayed, you have called us to come home to you. “Return to me with         

                    all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; rend your hearts and not your   

                    clothing.” With all our hearts we return to you, and gratefully accept your gentle love, for the sake            

                    of the one whose spirit lives in us, Jesus Christ, our loving savior. 

 C: Amen. 

WORD 

FIRST READING (Al Buss)  Joel 2:12-13, 28-29 

Yet even now, says the LORD, return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

rend your hearts and not your clothing. Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to 

anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and relents from punishing. Then afterwards I will pour out my spirit on 

all flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, and your young men 

shall see visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spirit. 

 L:  The Word of the Lord. 

                  C:  Thanks be to God.     

Please stand as you are able. 

+THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                         Luke 1:5-20 

 L: The Holy Gospel according to Luke 

 C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

In the days of King Herod of Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who belonged to the priestly order of 

Abijah. His wife was a descendant of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. Both of them were righteous before 

God, living blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of the Lord. But they had no 

children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in years. Once when he was serving as priest 

before God and his section was on duty, he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of the priesthood, to 

enter the sanctuary of the Lord and offer incense. Now at the time of the incense-offering, the whole assembly 

of the people was praying outside. Then there appeared to him an angel of the Lord, standing at the right side of 

the altar of incense. When Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to 

him, ‘Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and 

you will name him John. You will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great 

in the sight of the Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be filled with the 

Holy Spirit. He will turn many of the people of Israel to the Lord their God. With the spirit and power of Elijah 

he will go before him, to turn the hearts of parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the 

righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.’ Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How will I know that this 

is so? For I am an old man, and my wife is getting on in years.’ The angel replied, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the 

presence of God, and I have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. But now, because you 

did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time, you will become mute, unable to speak, until the 

day these things occur.’ 

  L:  The Gospel of the Lord.        

             C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                     Pastor Rob Norris-Weber 

+SONG OF THE DAY “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” Traditional/ 

    Don Chapman 

 

Verse 1 

O come, O come Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here, 

Until the Son of God appear. 

 

Chorus 1 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

 

 

 

Verse 2 

O Come Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 

Our spirits by Thine advent here; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

 

Chorus 1 

 

 

 



Verse 3 

O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

And order all things, far and nigh; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. 

 

Chorus 1 

 

 

 

 

 

Verse 4 

O come desire of nations, bind 

All peoples in one heart and mind; 

Bid envy, strife, and quarrels cease; 

Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. 

 

Chorus 2 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

Shall come to thee, O Isreal! 

 

+THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Assistant) 

 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy 

catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

+THE PRAYERS (Assistant) 

After each petition: 

 L: God of love, 

  C: we wait in hope.  

MEAL 

+THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Pastor Rob)  

 DIALOGUE AND PREFACE (spoken)  ELW pg. 152 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 
L: Lift up your hearts.  

C: We lift them to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

L: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and 

praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted 

your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things 

new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. As we prepare to receive 

this gift of life and forgiveness, let us take a moment of silent confession.  

 WORDS OF INSTITUTION (Pastor Rob)       

            THE LORD’S PRAYER  

  C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 

and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



SENDING 

+BENEDICTION (Rob) 

 L: As you prepare to go into the world, strengthened by this meal you will receive on your way, please 

receive this blessing: God most high, God with us, God poured out on us. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

bless you now and forever.  

 C: Amen.  

+DISMISSAL (Assistant) 

 L: Go in peace. Wait for the Lord.   

 C: Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE 

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION AS YOU DEPART 


