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December 27, 2020                                                                                              
GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Vicar Stephanie) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Vicar Stephanie)                                                                                                    

 L: Blessed be the Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen.  

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence for individual reflection.) Most 

merciful God,  

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in 

thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with 

Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God 

strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

C: Amen.  

GATHERING SONG “What a Beautiful Name/Agnus Dei”     Ben Fielding, et al./Dan Galbraith                                                                                            

You were the Word at the beginning 

One with God, the Lord Most High 

Your hidden glory in creation 

Now revealed in You our Christ 

 

What a beautiful name it is, what a beautiful name it is 

The name of Jesus Christ, my King 

What a beautiful name it is, nothing compares to this 

What a beautiful name it is, the name of Jesus 

 

You didn't want heaven without us 

So, Jesus, You brought heaven down 

My sin was great, Your love was greater 

What could separate us now 

 

What a wonderful name it is, what a wonderful name it is 

The name of Jesus Christ, my King 

What a wonderful name it is, nothing compares to this 

What a wonderful name it is, the name of Jesus 

What a wonderful name it is, the name of Jesus 

 

Death could not hold You, the veil tore before You 

You silenced the boast of sin and grave 

The heavens are roaring the praise of Your glory 

For You are raised to life again 

 

You have no rival, You have no equal 

Now and forever, God, You reign 

Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 

Yours is the Name above all names 

 

What a powerful name it is, what a powerful name it is 

The name of Jesus Christ, my King 

What a powerful name it is, nothing can stand against 

What a powerful name it is, the name of Jesus 

 

You have no rival, You have no equal 

Now and forever, God, You reign 

Yours is the Kingdom, Yours is the glory 

Yours is the Name above all names 

(The Name above all names) 

 

Holy, holy, are You Lord, God Almighty 

Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb 

'Cause You are holy, holy, are You Lord, God Almighty 

Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb 

You are holy 



 

What a beautiful name it is, what a beautiful name it is 

What a beautiful name it is, what a beautiful name it is 

The name of Jesus Christ, my King 

What a beautiful name it is, nothing compares to this 

What a beautiful name it is, the name of Jesus 

What a beautiful name it is, the name of Jesus 

What a beautiful name it is, the name of Jesus 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assistant) 

L L: God of Israel, the coming of your son, Jesus, broke open the heavens and prepared a way for all of your 

children to come home to you. Give us eyes to see your miraculous spirit moving in this church and in this 

world. Teach us to be proclaimers of your love to the nations, for the sake of the one whose name is 

redemption for the peoples, Jesus Christ, our salvation. 

 C: Amen. 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING (Bette Gamboni)                                                                                                                 Ephesians 6:1-4 

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. ‘Honor your father and mother’—this is the first commandment 

with a promise: ‘so that it may be well with you and you may live long on the earth.’ And, fathers, do not provoke your 

children to anger, but bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord. 

 L:   The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                          Luke 2:21-38 

After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called Jesus, the name given by the angel 

before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purification according to the law of Moses, they 

brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, ‘Every firstborn male shall 

be designated as holy to the Lord’), and they offered a sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, ‘a pair 

of turtle-doves or two young pigeons.’ Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was 

righteous and devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed 

to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah. Guided by the Spirit, 

Simeon came into the temple; and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was customary under 

the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying, ‘Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 

according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a 

light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.’ And the child’s father and mother were amazed at 

what was being said about him. Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, ‘This child is destined for the 

falling and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many will be 

revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.’ There was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the 

tribe of Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband for seven years after her marriage, then as a widow 

to the age of eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshipped there with fasting and prayer night and day. At that 

moment she came, and began to praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for the redemption of 

Jerusalem. 

 L:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

SERMON                                                                             Pastor Rob Norris-Weber 

SONG OF THE DAY                                         “What Child is This”                                                              ELW #296 

Verse 1 

What child is this, who laid to rest, 

On Mary’s lap is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

While shepherds watch are keeping 

This, this is Christ the king,  

Shepherds guard and angels sing; 

Haste, haste to bring him laud,  

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 

 

Verse 2 

Why lies he in such mean estate 

Where ox and ass are feeding? 

Good Christian fear; for sinners here 

The silent Word is pleading. 

Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

The cross be borne for me, for you; 

Hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 



 

 

Verse 3 

So bring him incense, gold and myrrh; 

Come, peasant, king, to own him. 

The King of kings salvation brings; 

Let loving hearts enthrone him. 

Raise, raise the song on high,  

 

The virgin sings her lullaby, 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born,  

The babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 

 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Assistant) 

 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Assistant)                                                                                

           L:With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s creation. 

             

             L:    Lord, in your mercy,  

            C:    Hear our prayer. 

  

 L: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

            C:  Amen. 

OFFERTORY                                          “Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring”                                                ELW #691                              

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Assistant) 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION (Vicar Stephanie)  

  L:  The God of all grace, bless you now and forever.  

  C:  Amen.  

SENDING SONG                                                 “The Light of the World”                     JK Jamieson and Stuart Townend                                                                       

Verse 1 

The Light of the World 

Made hist'ry begin 

Spoke time into being 

Caused planets to spin 

 

Flung galaxies wide 

Through infinite space 

To sing of His splendour 

And fathomless grace 

 

Chorus 1 
Come come 

Daughters and sons 

Look to the Light of the World 

 

Sing sing 

Praises to Him 

Simply believe 

You will receive 

Mercy and love without measure 

 

Verse 2 

The Light of the World 

Now shone as a man 

And walked through the valleys 

He'd carved with His hands 

 

A servant to those 
He'd breathed into life 

He felt our injustice 

And shared in our strife 

 

Chorus 1 



 

 

Verse 3 
The Light of the World 

Preached justice for all 

Defying the proud 

And defending the poor 

 

Then humbled Himself 

To death on a cross 

To crush the oppressor 

And rescue the lost 

 

Chorus 1 

 

Verse 4 

The Light of the World 

Still shines on the earth 

With gifts of forgiveness 

The hope of new birth 

 

So open your heart 

Don't hide in the night 

Step out of the darkness 

And into His light 

 

Chorus 1 

DISMISSAL (Assistant) 

  L:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


