Worship Leader Edition

Third Sunday of Advent
December 13, 2020                                                                            
GATHERING
PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Rob)
BLESSING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 

INVITATION- (Assistant)

In a world where so many experience violence,

God lights a candle of peace in our hearts.

We wait together for a Saviour,

Who will be Immanuel, Christ the Lord.

Hear the word of the Lord:
READING- (Stephanie)
“By the tender mercy of our God,

The dawn from on high will break upon us,

To give light to those who sit in darkness

And in the shadow of death,

To guide our feet into the way of peace.”    Luke 1:78-79
CANDLE LIGHTING                   
         “He Came Down”
                                                ELW #253

                           Verse 3  
He came down that we may have peace;

He came down that we may have peace;

He came down that we may have peace;

Hallelujah forevermore.

GREETING (Assistant)
 
L:
The grace of our Lord, Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be with 

you all. 


C:
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assistant)

L:
Spirit of the Lord, God, you bring good news to the oppressed, bind up the brokenhearted, proclaim 

                    liberty to the captives, and release the prisoners. You comfort all who mourn, and shower your

                    people with the oil of gladness instead of mourning; a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. We        

                    will greatly rejoice in the Lord, our whole being shall exult in God, for the sake of the one who 

                    brought righteousness to life, Jesus Christ, our salvation.

C:
Amen.

WORD
FIRST READING (Bette Gamboni) 
Isaiah 61
The spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, to display his glory. They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of many generations. Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks, foreigners shall till your land and dress your vines; but you shall be called priests of the Lord, you shall be named ministers of our God; you shall enjoy the wealth of the nations, and in their riches you shall glory. Because their shame was double, and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot, therefore they shall possess a double portion; everlasting joy shall be theirs. For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has blessed. I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself with a garland, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes what is sown in it to spring up,
so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to spring up before all the nations.

L:  The Word of the Lord.

                  C:  Thanks be to God.    
THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                        
Luke 1:39-56

L:
The Holy Gospel according to Luke

C:
Glory to you, O Lord.
In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’ And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.’ And Mary remained with her for about three months and then returned to her home.

L:  The Gospel of the Lord.
 

             C:  Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON                                                                  


Vicar Stephanie Luedtke
SONG OF THE DAY
“Signs and Wonders”
ELW #672



Verses 1 & 2

Verse 1

Signs and wonders lead the dancing

From the heart God frees from fear:

Wings of angels greet the maiden,

And God finds a dwelling here;

Boldly may we lift our hands,

Bow the head, and voice Amen;

Thus does glory shine at midnight:

Open hearts invite the starlight.

Verse 2

Hope and freedom join the circle:

Mary to the garden came,

Saw the radiance of the marvel,

Heard the Risen call her name;

Boldly may we heed Christ’s call,

Step beyond the garden wall:

Beautiful the feet proceeding 

With good news of death’s defeating.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Assistant)

C:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

THE PRAYERS (Assistant)

After each petition:

L:
God of love,


C:
we wait in hope. 
THE LORD’S PRAYER (Assistant)




C:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen.

SENDING
BENEDICTION (Rob)

L:
God most high, God with us, God poured out on us. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

C:
Amen. 

closing SONG 
“My Soul Magnifies the Lord”
Chris Tomlin, D. Carson/John Wasson
Verse 1

Good news of great joy

For ev'ry woman ev'ry man

This will be a sign to you

A baby born in Bethlehem

Come and worship 

Do not be afraid

Verse 2

A company of angels

Glory in the highest

And on the earth 

a peace among

Those on whom His favor rests

Come and worship 

Do not be afraid

Chorus 1 

My soul my soul 

Magnifies the Lord

My soul magnifies the Lord

He has done great things for me

Great things for me

Verse 3

Unto you a child is born

Unto us a Son is giv'n

Let ev'ry heart 

Prepare His throne

Let ev'ry nation under Heav'n

Come and worship 

Do not be afraid

Chorus 1 (3x)

Bridge

Wonderful Counselor 

Everlasting Father

Wonderful Counselor

And His name shall be 

Everlasting Father

Chorus 1 (2x)

Dismissal (Assistant)

L:
Go in peace. Wait for the Lord.  

C:
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
