
Call of Isaiah Compared to Nicodemus Staying in the Darkness 
November 15, 2020                                                                                            8:30 AM 

GATHERING 

PRELUDE  

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS (Vicar Stephanie) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (Vicar Stephanie)                                                                                                    

 L: Blessed be the Trinity, one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures forever. 

C: Amen.  

L: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the 

thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify 

your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

C: Amen. 

L: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. (Silence for individual reflection.) Most 

merciful God,  

C: We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our 

whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, 

to the glory of your holy name. Amen.  

L: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us alive together with Christ. By 

grace you have been saved. In the name of Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you 

with power through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  

C: Amen.  

GATHERING SONG                               “Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty”                                 ELW #413 

Verse 1 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty 

Early in the morning  

Our song shall rise to Thee 

Holy, holy, holy merciful and mighty 

God in three persons blessed Trinity 

 

Verse 2 

Holy, holy, holy all the saints adore Thee 

Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee 

Which wert and art and evermore shalt be

Verse 3 

Holy, holy, holy though the darkness hide thee 

Though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see 

Only Thou art holy there is none beside thee 

Perfect in pow'r in love and purity 

 

Verse 4 

Holy, holy, holy Lord God Almighty 

All Thy works shall praise thy name  

In earth and sky and sea 

Holy, holy, holy merciful and mighty 

God in three persons blessed Trinity

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (Assistant) 

L L: King of heaven and earth, As you cleansed Isaiah with a coal of fire to prepare him for proclaiming your word 

to the world, prepare us, so that we may know your bidding and carry out our callings with eagerness and 

urgency. Show the world greatness that cannot be contained any more than smoke or fire can be caught, in the 

name of the one who sacrificed everything to carry out your commands, Jesus Christ our sanctifier. Amen. 

 C: Amen. 

WORD 
 

FIRST READING (Pam Lienke)                                                                                              Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the 

temple. Seraphs were in attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two they 

covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to another and said: ‘Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the 



whole earth is full of his glory.’ The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the house filled 

with smoke. And I said: ‘Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; 

yet my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!’ Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been 

taken from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: ‘Now that this has touched your 

lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is blotted out.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom shall I send, 

and who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I; send me!’ 

 L:   The Word of the Lord. 

 C:  Thanks be to God.                                                                                                                                                

THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                                                             John 3:1-17 

             L:   The Holy Gospel according to John 

            C:   Glory to you, O Lord. 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we 

know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 

God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from 

above.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished 

that I said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but 

you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said 

to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 

things? ‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our 

testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 

things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses 

lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in him may have eternal 

life. ‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may 

have eternal life. ‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might 

be saved through him. 

 L:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

 C:  Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

SERMON                                                                             Pastor Rob Norris-Weber 

SONG OF THE DAY                                         “Holy is the Lord”                   Chris Tomlin/Dan Galbraith 

 

Verse 1 

We stand and lift up our hands 

For the joy of the Lord is our strength 

We bow down and worship Him now 

How great how awesome is He 

 

Pre-chorus 

And together we sing Ev'ryone sing 

 

Chorus 1 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 

The earth is filled with His glory 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 

The earth is filled with His glory 

The earth is filled with His glory 

 

 

Verse 1 

Pre-chorus 

Chorus 1 

 

Bridge 

It is rising up all around  

It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 

It's rising up all around 

It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 

 

Pre-chorus 

Chorus 1 

 

Tag 

The earth is filled with His glory 

 

Ending 

Holy, holy is the Lord Almighty 

Holy, holy 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED (Assistant) 

 C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only 

Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the 

living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION (Assistant)                                                                                

            L:    With the whole people of God in Christ Jesus, let us pray for the church, those in need, and all of God’s    

                    creation. 

             

             L:    Lord, in your mercy,  

            C:    Hear our prayer. 

  

 L: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy; through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior. 

            C:  Amen.                       

THE LORD’S PRAYER (Assistant) 

 C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as 

it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

SENDING 

BENEDICTION (Vicar Stephanie)  

  L:  The God of all grace, bless you now and forever.  

  C:  Amen.  

CLOSING SONG                                                   “I Love to Tell the Story”                                                        ELW #661    

Verse 1 

I love to tell the story 

Of unseen things above 

Of Jesus and His glory 

Of Jesus and His love 

I love to tell the story 

Because I know it’s true 

It satisfies my longings 

As nothing else would do 

 

Chorus 1 

I love to tell the story 

'Twill be my theme in glory 

To tell the old old story 

Of Jesus and His love 

 

Verse 2 

I love to tell the story 

How pleasant to repeat 

What seems each time I tell it 

More wonderfully sweet 

I love to tell the story 

For some have never heard 

The message of salvation 

From God's own holy Word

Chorus 1 

 

Verse 3 

I love to tell the story 

For those who know it best 

Seem hungering and thirsting 

To hear it like the rest 

And when in scenes of glory 

I sing the new, new song 

I'll sing the old old story 

That I have loved so long 

 

 

        



 

DISMISSAL (Assistant) 

  L:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

  C:  Thanks be to God. 

POSTLUDE                                                                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


